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Academic writing in English and
how the Schreibzentrum can help

• Susannah Ewing
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Clustering – My studies

Give it a try! Create a cluster: What do I expect from my studies?

You have 5 minutes

my studies
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Freewriting – how?

• Basically, just keep writing!

• Don’t stop, keep your pen moving!

• Write down anything and everything that comes to mind.

• Don’t worry about accuracy or style!

• Use any language or tool at your disposal.

Choose one branch of your cluster and use that to try focused freewriting.

You have 5 Minutes
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Freewriting – why?

• Getting into the flow of writing

• Finding your way into a new topic

• Developing your thoughts and processes

• Overcoming hurdles, writer’s block and

other difficulties

• Producing analogies, metaphors and

other images to enrich your rational

thinking

Foto: Giulia Forsythe
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• To process as you read

• To remember what you read & 
develop your own thoughts

• To create

• To sharpen your focus

• To reflect

• To communicate

• To share your knowledge

Why write?

Foto: UHH/Dingler
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The writing process –

a model for academic writing

ORIENTATION

finding and narrowing topics, 

formulating research question(s) 

and purpose

COLLECTING AND 

PROCESSING MATERIALS

researching, collecting data, 

reading and writing

STRUCTURING / PLANNING

organizing material and

outlining argumentation

DRAFTING

processing knowledge through writing; 

putting ideas into words

EDITING AND REVISING

(re-)formulating knowledge for readers; 

requesting, receiving and applying feedback

PROOFREADING

checking orthography and grammar;

creating lists and bibliographies; layouting
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Model translated loosely from: Grieshammer et al. 
2012. Zukunftsmodell Schreibberatung. Eine Anleitung 
zur Begleitung von Schreibenden im Studium.
Baltmannsweiler.
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How do I practice and develop academic writing
(and thinking)?

• Journal (write a few minutes every day)
What was interesting in today’s seminar? What do I want to know more
about? What do I want to remember? Definitions and explanations …

• Read relevant academic texts
a. Content: what is the author telling me? 
b. Structure: how is the text constructed?
c. Language: how is it written? What can I learn from it? 

• Feedback
Read one anothers’ texts and give feedback and input on the content as well
as the writers’ communicative success.
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The team at the Schreibzentrum

Anne Benteler Susannah Ewing

Fridrun Freise Mascha Jacoby

Lukas Musumeci

Mirjam Schubert
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The team at the Schreibzentrum: Peer Tutors
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▪ Academic writing as a process – from
researching to finding a topic to revising

▪ Disciplinary writing conventions – e.g. in 
Law, the Humanities, Education, etc.

▪ Writer’s block, time management and
other hurdles

▪ Writing as thinking and problem-solving
tool

▪ … etc.

Topics and Foci
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Currently digitally / online over OpenOLAT und 

Zoom:

▪ Workshops – during and between semesters

▪ Write-ins – three times per week!

▪ Individual consultations by writing coaches

▪ Offerings in seminars – in cooperation with
lecturers and professors

▪ Events – Beratungstag, Tag der 
aufgeschobenen Hausarbeiten, writing retreats

Offerings for students
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Mo, 8.4. Schreibdenken, Schreiblernen (online)

Mo, 15.4. Meine Abschlussarbeit angehen: 
Inhalt planen und Exposé schreiben (Präsenz)

Mi, 24.4. Zitieren und Paraphrasieren (online)

Do, 2.5. Jura richtig und effektiv lernen (online)

Mo, 6.5. Schreiben mit Struktur (online)

Di, 14.5. (Wenn andere) über meine eigene 
Diversität schreiben (Präsenz)

Do, 16.5. Argumentieren mit KI? (Präsenz)

Di, 28.5. Hallo, Abschlussarbeit! Gelassener 
eine wichtige Aufgabe angehen (Präsenz)

Di, 28.5. Schreibzeiten und Schreiborte (online)

Mi, 5.6. Exzerpte und Zusammenfassungen mit 
oder ohne gKI? (online)

Mo, 10.6. Überarbeiten/Übersetzen mit gKI
(Präsenz)

Di, 18.6. Mehrsprachigkeit und wiss. Schreiben 
(Präsenz)

Mi, 19.6. Krisen produktiv nutzen (online)

Do, 4.7. Thema eingrenzen und Fragestellung 
schärfen (online)

Mi, 10.7. Routine statt Disziplin (online)

Workshops in Summer semester 2024
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SZ at PIASTA

Workshops (German/English)
Term Papers & Thesis (Thu 18.4, 16-18 Uhr)

Make a plan and tackle your term paper! (Thu 25.4, 16-18 Uhr)

Multilingualism in writing (Thu 16.5, 16-18 Uhr)

Write-Ins (German/English)
Co-working: quiet writing space with motivating writing

habits

• Dates: Thu 18.04/25.04/16.05, 13:30-15:30 (Rentzelstr. 17)

• Dates: Thu 30.05 to 11.07, 14:30-16:30 (Zoom)

Writing consultation
Confidential advice and feedback on your writing project! Write us an 

email or join an open consultation:

• Dates: 30.05 to 11.07, Thu 16:30-18:00 (Zoom)

=> Sign up!

schreibzentrum.hul@uni-hamburg.de
schreibberatung.hul@uni-hamburg.de

&

https://www.isa.uni-hamburg.de/schreibzentrum/schreibworkshops.html
https://www.isa.uni-hamburg.de/schreibzentrum/weekly-write-in.html
https://www.isa.uni-hamburg.de/schreibzentrum/schreibberatung.html
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WRITE - IN

Writing with community feeling!

• Montag 10-12

• Mittwoch 10-12

Find the Zoom links on OpenOLAT

• Donnerstag 10-12 in der StaBi

• Any time: Digital Write-in 
https://schreibjetzt.blogs.uni-hamburg.de/

https://www.openolat.uni-hamburg.de/auth/RepositoryEntry/89882884/CourseNode/101204733061989
https://schreibjetzt.blogs.uni-hamburg.de/
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▪ answers all your questions about academic

writing – confidentially and free of cost or

grading pressures

▪ provides room for experimentation

▪ provides opportunities for feedback on 

your writing

▪ helps you to understand how academics in 

your field think, work and write – and to

acquire those practices

(In Consultations) The Schreibzentrum …
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https://schreibjetzt.blogs.uni-hamburg.de/schreibberatung/


vWELCOME WEEK SOSE 2024, SUSANNAH PARKER EWING, CC-BY-NC-SA

▪ uhh.de/schreibzentrum

▪ https://schreibjetzt.blogs.uni-hamburg.de/

▪ STiNE > extracurriculare Veranstaltungen > SoSe 2024 > HUL – Hamburger 

Zentrum für Universitäres Lehren und Lernen > Schreibzentrum

▪ schreibzentrum.hul@uni-hamburg.de

▪ schreibberatung.hul@uni-hamburg.de

Find the Schreibzentrum online and via e-mail

uhh.de/schreibzentrum
https://schreibjetzt.blogs.uni-hamburg.de/digital-write-in/
mailto:schreibzentrum.hul@uni-hamburg.de
mailto:schreibberatung.hul@uni-hamburg.de
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• What was the most important new information just now?

• What questions do I still have? 

Wrap it up: One Minute-Paper
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See you soon!


